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2026 Schedule

The 2026 Foundations program will be offered twice. The first session will be May 4-15, and the
second session will be May 26-29%". Participants in either session are welcome to attend live
sessions in either session. In other words, as long as a participant is registered for either the
May 4t or May 26™ program, they can attend the live events in both the May 4™ and May 26t
programs.

Program Goals
At the conclusion of the Foundations of Bioethics program, participants will be able to:

1. Explain and discuss the strengths of, and objections to, major ethical theories;

2. Define and discuss the main principles, concepts, and common terms in bioethics;

3. lIdentify and understand methods, frameworks, and arguments commonly used in
bioethics, and apply them to current ethical dilemmas.

Learning Objectives
At the conclusion of this program, participants will have gained exposure to:

e Anintroduction to ethical theory;

e The history, strengths, and objections to utilitarian, deontological, virtue, and feminist
and care ethics;

e Normative ethics, moral personhood, pluralism, social contract theory, and Rawls’
theory of justice;

e The history of bioethics and its relation to the history of medical ethics;

e Main principles, frameworks, and common terms within bioethics;

e Principlism and casuistry (case-based theory);

e Common bioethical arguments, including slippery slope, the distinction between
foreseeing and intending, and the distinction between doing and allowing.

e The major branches of bioethics, including research ethics, clinical ethics, law, policy,
and public health;

e Federalism and the role of states in U.S. bioethics;

e The significance of the US Fourteenth Amendment due process clause and related
landmark cases (Dobbs v. Jackson, Roe v. Wade, Planned Parenthood v. Casey, Griswold
v. Connecticut, Cruzan v. Missouri Dept of Health, Washington v. Glucksberg);

e The capability theory of justice.

e A wide range of current bioethical dilemmas
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Learning Objectives by Module

Module Course Objectives

Module 1 Introduction to Ethical Theory; Utilitarianism, Deontology, and Virtue Ethics
Module 2 Care Ethics, Pluralism, and Social Contract Theory

Module 3 A History of Bioethics; Branches of Bioethics; Principlism and Casuistry
Module 4 Common Arguments in Bioethics

Program Design
The program consists of:

1. A core curriculum provided through the Canvas educational portal, and
2. Optional live events through Zoom.

Core Curriculum

The program’s core curriculum is delivered through asynchronous lectures and discussion
boards on the Canvas educational portal. All asynchronous lectures are available to participants
to complete at their own schedule during the program. Access to the lecture materials will be
available for at least three additional weeks after the conclusion of the program in case
participants would like more time with the curriculum.

Discussion boards will open throughout the program. Participants are placed into small groups,
and online discussion groups are moderated by faculty.

The core curriculum is designed by:

e Lori Bruce, Doctorate in Bioethics, MA, MBE, HEC-C, Associate Director of Yale’s
Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics

e Stephen Latham, JD, PhD, Director of Yale’s Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics, and

e Dan Tigard, PhD, a philosopher and summer faculty member at Yale’s Summer Institute
in Bioethics, and an Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of San Diego

Schedule of Live Events
The core curriculum is complemented by live lectures over Zoom. We intend to upload the
recordings of all live lectures to the Canvas educational portal for later viewing.
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Live Talks during Foundations (May 4-15, 2026)

Date & Time Topic & Speaker
(Eastern Time)
May 5 Welcome
12 noon—-12:30 pm Lori Bruce

May 5 Ethical Theory Part 1: Utilitarianism, Deontology and Virtue Ethics
1-2pm Dan Tigard and Lori Bruce

May 7 Ethical Theory Part 2: Care Ethics, Pluralism, & Social Contract Theory
1-2pm Dan Tigard and Lori Bruce

May 7 Roots of Bioethics
3-4pm Stephen Latham

May 8 Ethics & Policymaking

2:30-3:30 pm Lori Bruce

May 11 History of Research Ethics & Radiotherapy

1-2 pm James Ninia

May 12 Covert Consciousness and Civil Rights:

10:30-11:30 Rethinking Old Presumptions about Brain Injury
Joseph Fins
May 13 Novel Platforms:
10-11 am Research on the Recently Dead & Ex-Vivo Brains
Stephen Latham
May 13 The Self-Fulfilling Prophecy in IVF: How Routine Genetic Testing May Be
Noon—1 pm Creating the Problem It Claims to Solve
Shizuko Takahashi
May 14 What'’s Next? Opportunities in Bioethics

3pm

Nia Johnson & Lori Bruce
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Live Talks during Foundations (May 26-29, 2026)

Date & Time Topic & Speaker
(Eastern Time)
May 26 Ethical Theory Part 1: Utilitarianism, Deontology

12:45 — 1:45 pm

& Virtue Ethics

Dan Tigard and Lori Bruce

May 27
12:45-1:45 pm

Ethical Theory Part 2: Care Ethics, Pluralism,
& Social Contract Theory

Dan Tigard and Lori Bruce

May 28 Roots of Bioethics
9:15-10:15am
Stephen Latham
May 28 Neuroethics Case Discussion

10:45-11:45 am

Evadne Marcolini
** Only for American Academy of Neuroethics fellows; if
others are interested, please contact bioethics@Yale.edu

May 29
11:30am —12:30 pm

Novel Platforms:
Research on the Recently Dead & Ex-Vivo Brains

Stephen Latham

May 29
1-2pm

Myths, Perceptions, & Recent Findings
within Psychedelics Research

Lori Bruce




e/\?BD’SC@

S &
g
Foundations of Bioethics G 3.%%33\:%
May 2026 %’f &

FOR B

Faculty

Stephen Latham, JD, PhD

Director, Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics

Senior Research Scientist in Political Science

Chair of the Human Subjects Committee

Co-Chair of the Embryonic Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee
Yale University;

Lecturer, Yale Law School

Steve has been Director of the Bioethics Center since 2011, having served as Deputy Director
since 2008. For the previous nine years, he was Professor of Law and Director of the Center for
Health Law & Policy at Quinnipiac University School of Law. Before entering academia full-time,
he served as Director of Ethics Standards at the American Medical Association and as secretary
to its Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs. He was for several years a member of Connecticut’s
Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee and served for three years on the board of the American
Society for Bioethics and Humanities, which gave him its distinguished service award. He has
done clinical ethics consultation with the Pediatric Ethics Committee of Yale-New Haven’s
Children’s Hospital; currently chairs Yale’s Human Subjects Committee (its social/behavioral IRB);
and serves on the Medical Review Board of Connecticut’s Department of Children and Families.
This past year, Steve was one of the authors of the COVID-19 triage protocol at Yale New Haven
Health System.

His 100+ publications on health law and bioethics have appeared in journals and law reviews
including JAMA, NEJM, the American Journal of Law and Medicine, the Journal of Law, Medicine
and Ethics, and the Journal of Legal Medicine. He has been a book review editor of the American
Journal of Bioethics and is currently a contributing editor for the Hastings Center Report. His co-
edited book, The American Medical Ethics Revolution (Johns Hopkins Univ. Press) was selected
by Choice as one of the “top academic books of 2000.”
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Lori Bruce, Doctorate in Bioethics, MA, MBE, HEC-C

Research Scientist, Institution for Social & Policy Studies, Yale University
Associate Director, Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics

Director, Sherwin B. Nuland Summer Institute in Bioethics

Director, Community Bioethics Forum, Program for Biomedical Ethics, Yale
School of Medicine

»

Lori is a Research Scientist at Yale University, the Director of Yale’s Summer Institute in Bioethics,
and the Associate Director at the Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics at Yale. She has authored
policy and policy recommendations on many topics including allocation of scarce resources
during COVID-19, pediatric organ donation after cardiac death, palliative sedation, unconsented
intimate exams, and infant safe haven laws. Her work in organizational ethics includes
establishing ethical frameworks within psychedelics. She serves on the Adult & Pediatric Ethics
Committee at Yale-New Haven Hospital (the former of which she co-directed for 3 years), and
she has served on state health department steering committees, consulted for President
Obama’s Commission on Bioethics, and directs the Community Bioethics Forum at the Program
for Biomedical Ethics at Yale School of Medicine which accepts consult requests from
policymakers to amplify the voices and values of community members in health and medical
policies. Their work has influenced federal and state law.

Lori has a Master of Bioethics from the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York, a
Masters in Neuroimaging from Boston University School of Medicine, a Doctorate in Bioethics
from Stritch School of Medicine at Loyola University Chicago, HEC-C certification, and a BS from
Carnegie Mellon University. Her work appears in the New York Times, NBC Nightly News, and
many bioethics journals. She is an Editor of the IME-Practice Bioethics journal, Editor of Disability,
Inclusion, and Technology for the Journal of Human-Technology Relations, and on the Board of
Editors for the Journal of Law, Medicine, & Ethics.



SR,

5
rgen
Foundations of Bioethics i%g&;

May 2026 FORBO

Nia Johnson, MBE, JD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Law
Wake Forest Law School

Nia Johnson’s scholarship lies at the intersection of health policy, bioethics, race, and the law.
Her work aims to study implicit biases and explicit discrimination in the delivery of healthcare
throughout the United States. The goals of her work are to create a more equitable society and,
in the process, uncover gaps in the equitable distribution of healthcare resources. Her work
accomplishes this by empirically studying the impact of anti-Black racism in the healthcare
system, examining where the law has been a tool for accomplishing better healthcare
allocation, and where it may undermine the healthcare interests of Black Americans.

Nia received her Bachelor of Arts in International Studies at Oakwood University, her Masters of
Bioethics from the University of Pennsylvania, and her law degree from Boston University
School of Law. While attending Boston University School of Law, she served as the Editor-in-
Chief of the American Journal of Law and Medicine from 2018-2019. She has a Health Policy
Ph.D. from Harvard University with a concentration in Political Analysis, and she is a frequent
lecturer of bioethics at Yale University.

Joseph Fins, MD, MACP, FRCP

Visiting Professor of Law at Yale Law School

Dwight H. Terry Visiting Scholar in Bioethics, Yale University

E. William Davis, Jr., M.D. Professor of Medical Ethics,
Professor of Medicine, Professor of Public Health, and Professor
of Medicine in Psychiatry, Weill Cornell Medical College
Director of Medical Ethics & Attending Physician, New York
Presbyterian Hospital-Weill Cornell Medical Center

Co-Director of the Consortium for the Advanced Study of Brain
Injury, Weill Cornell & Rockefeller University

The author of over 250 publications, his most recent book is A Palliative Ethic of Care: Clinical
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Wisdom at Life's End (Jones and Bartlett, 2006). His current scholarly interests include ethical and
policy issues in brain injury and disorders of consciousness, palliative care, research ethics in
neurology and psychiatry, medical education, and methods of ethics case consultation. He is a
co-author of the landmark 2007 Nature paper describing the first use of deep brain stimulation
in the minimally conscious state. His forthcoming book Rights Come to Mind: Brain Injury, Ethics
& The Struggle for Consciousness is under contract with The Cambridge University Press.

Dr. Fins is President of the American Society for Bioethics and Humanities and is a member of the
Hastings Center Board of Trustees where he is Chair of the Fellows' Council. He has served as a
trustee of Wesleyan University and the American College of Physicians Foundation. A former
Governor of the American College of Physicians, he has been honored with the College's Laureate
Award.

Dr. Fins is a Master of the American College of Physicians. He is also a Fellow of The New York
Academy of Medicine and The Hastings Center and was appointed to the Council of the
Europeanists Akademie (Germany). He is an elected member of the American Clinical and
Climatological Association and Alpha Omega Alpha. Dr Fins is a long-time contributor to the
Summer Institute.

James Ninia, MS, MD
Resident Physician, Yale New Haven Hospital

James Ninia is a resident physician at Yale New Haven Hospital and an alum of the Summer
Institute in Bioethics at Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics. He is a former Fulbright scholar
and Managing Editor of Voices in Bioethics, an online bioethics journal through Columbia
University. James’ MS in Bioethics is from Columbia University, and his MD is from Wayne State
University School of Medicine.
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Evadne Marcolini, MD, MBE, FACEP, FAAEM, FCCM
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine
Associate Professor of Neurology

Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine

Dartmouth University

A Bt st A

Dr Marcolini is an Associate Professor at Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine. She has over 25
years of experience in bioethics including a Masters of Bioethics from Harvard School of
Medicine. She has taught at Yale’s Summer Institute in Bioethics for many years, including
serving as summer faculty for the Neuroethics and Ethics of Emergency Medicine seminars.

Shizuko Takahashki, PhD, MD
Research Fellow

Center for Biomedical Ethics
National University of Singapore
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Shizuko is a Research Fellow at the Center for Biomedical Ethics for the CENTERS program. She
is trained in reproductive medicine and has worked as a certified Obstetrician, Gynecologist,
and Clinical Geneticist at multiple hospitals in Tokyo. In 2011, she became the first physician to
earn a PhD from the University of Tokyo’s Department of Biomedical Ethics.

Her research is deeply interdisciplinary, encompassing domestic and international ethical
regulations, government policies, public attitudes, and practices, with a strong focus on
reproductive technologies. She has been an educator at the University of Tokyo and Yale
University, teaching bioethics and medical ethics to students worldwide. In addition to her
academic work, Shizuko is also a children’s book writer and illustrator. She was awarded the
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Women's Challenge Award at the G7 ministerial meeting in Japan in 2023 for her book, The
World Caught a Cold, which addresses the COVID-19 pandemic.

Daniel Tigard, PhD
Assistant Professor, University of San Diego
Summer Faculty, Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics

Daniel studied philosophy for his BA at the University of Washington—Seattle, MA at Brandeis
University, and PhD at Tulane University. His work centers around moral responsibility in
emerging technology. Along with issues concerning responsibility and moral conflicts, his writings
address topics such as clinical research ethics and moral distress among healthcare professionals.
Daniel recently moved from Vienna, Austria with his family to San Diego, CA.

Zohar Lederman, MD, PhD

Clinical Practitioner, Department of Emergency Medicine
Research Fellow, Centre for Medical Ethics and Law

The University of Hong Kong

Zohar Lederman is an emergency medicine physician with a PhD in bioethics from the National
University of Singapore and formal undergraduate training in the humanities with a focus on
philosophy. He is currently Clinical Practitioner in the Department of Emergency Medicine.
Zohar researches several topics in bioethics including loneliness and One Health Ethics. His
work has been published in top bioethics journals including the Journal of Medical Ethics,
Bioethics, and Public Health Ethics. Zohar will facilitate discussion forums in the Foundations
program.



