	Bioethics and Law
Political Science 257
Yale College, Spring 2015
Sterling Law Auditorium (Law Building)
 
Instructor:      Stephen R. Latham, JD, PhD
                        Director, Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics
238 Prospect St. (5th house uphill from The Whale)
Stephen.Latham@Yale.edu
Office telephone number to be announced in class.
 
Meeting Time: Tues/Thus 10:30-11:20 (SLA), plus a section hour TBA
Description: This course is an introduction to the legal treatment of important issues in biomedical ethics. Issues to be addressed will include the basic physician/patient relationship, including informed consent to treatment; the regulation of assisted reproduction and abortion, including the core Constitutional cases on abortion and regulation of surrogacy, in-vitro fertilization and gamete donation/sale; the regulation of end-of-life care (e.g., withdrawal of life-support, advanced directives, physician-assisted suicide, palliative care), including Constitutional and state-law cases and statutes; biomedical research, including regulations governing research on human subjects and human embryonic stem-cell research; and public health law, including regulations on contact-tracing, quarantine and vaccination. Some international comparative material will be included, but this is primarily a course about US law. No law background is assumed.
Main Text: Orentlicher, Bobinski & Hall, Bioethics and Public Health Law  (“BPHL”), Aspen Publishers, 3d Edition 2013. The text is a paperback. It’s available at Yale Bookstore and online, including used. ISBN:  1454805358, 9781454805359.  Please purchase the 2013 third edition, since a lot has changed since the earlier 2008 edition!
Supplemental readings: All supplemental readings (including some videos) will be posted in folders on the Classes*v2 Server in the “Resources” section.
Grading: Grading will be based 25% on each of two in-class midterms, and 50% on a final exam. Students must attend all lectures and section meetings. NEW THIS YEAR, students are required to arrive at section with short written discussion-questions or question-responses (details to be discussed by TFs in section); students are permitted to skip two of these “hand-ins” in the semester. Failure to hand these in will result in a half-grade (e.g., A- to B+, or B+ to B) reduction.    
Class/Readings Schedule: 
Jan 19             Introduction & Case discussion
No advance reading required
 Jan 21, 26 & 28    The American Healthcare and Legal Systems
                        Read BPHL, Chapter 1, excluding part A(2).
Supplemental reading on the US Legal System
Supplemental comparative readings/videos on health systems
Supplemental reading on ACA (“Obamacare”)
 Feb 2 & 4     The Patient/Physician relationship and Informed Consent
Read BPHL, Chapter 2A through 2D
Supplemental reading on the Patient/Physician relationship
Feb 9 & 11       Research on Human Subjects
                        Read BPHL, Chapter 2E
                        Supplemental readings on the Belmont Report and IRB reform
 Feb 16 & 18    Organ Transplantation
                        Read BPHL, Chapter 4
                        Supplemental readings on Organ Transplantation
Supplemental comparative readings on transplant policy      
Feb 23             IN-CLASS MIDTERM
Feb 25, Mar 1 Reproductive Rights and Abortion
Read BPHL Chapter 5A-C
Supplemental readings on Abortion
Mar 3, 8         End of Life Care, Part I
                        Read BPHL, Chapter 3A
Supplemental readings on Quinlan, Saikewicz & Shiavo cases
Mar 10            End of Life Care, Part II
                        Read BPHL, Chapter 3B&C
                        Supplemental readings on Quill & Glucksberg cases & Texas Futility Law
Supplemental comparative readings on Assisted Suicide
 SPRING BREAK March 12-27
March 29        End of Life Care, Part II, continued.
March 31        IN-CLASS MIDTERM
April 5, 7        Assisted Reproduction
                        Read BPHL Chapter 5D
                        Supplemental readings on Surrogacy, Uterus Transplant, “3-parent” children
Apr 12 & 14   Genetics, Stem Cells and Cloning
                        Read BPHL Chapter 5E
                        Supplemental readings on CRISPR gene-editing, Stem Cells, Genetic Privacy,
[bookmark: _GoBack]                        Gene Patenting
 Apr 19, 21, 26 Public Health Law
                         Read BPHL, Chapter 6
 Supplemental readings on Quarantine and Isolation, Gun Control, Ebola, Vaccine
 Apr 28            Global Health Justice
Supplemental readings on Global Health Justice
                         FINAL EXAMINATION

	



